Real-time measurement of blood pressure with Nexfin in a patient with thalidomide-related phocomelia.
We report the novel application of photoplethysmographic technology with the Nexfin HD monitor for real-time measurement of blood pressure (BP) in a patient with tetraamelia. The patient was a 58-year-old man with tetraamelia secondary to thalidomide exposure in utero, who presented for surgical excision of a maxillary schwannoma. Because difficulty of cuff use on rudimentary limbs and failure to gain invasive arterial access due to abnormalities of limb vasculature, this population is known to pose some unique challenges for BP measurement. Nexfin may offer an alternative noninvasive method to detect BP in patients with phocomelia during the perioperative period.